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Watergate Cartoon
Directions: Analyze each of the following political cartoons created by Herb Block in 1974. Then read each of the following descriptions in the boxes below. Draw a line from the political cartoon to the box with the correct description of the cartoon.





"Move over – We can't stay in a holding pattern forever"


Before the Watergate case, Herb Block had noted other Richard Nixon scandals. These concerned reports of improper influence by ITT Corp. on the location of the future Republican National Convention; Nixon's fluctuating decisions on milk price supports that amounted to a shakedown for campaign funds; and pressures on other businesses to meet quota "suggestions" on contributions. There were disclosures of taxpayer money spent to fix up Nixon's homes in Key Biscayne and San Clemente. Nixon also took large backdated tax deductions for the gift of his vice-presidential papers, which even included newspaper clippings





Nixon, with sign, "I am not a crook"


On November 17, 1973, President Richard Nixon told 400 Associated Press managing editors that he had not profited from public service. "I have earned every cent. And in all of my years in public life I have never obstructed justice. People have got to know whether or not their president is a crook. Well, I'm not a crook," he declared. On April 3, 1974, the White House announced that Nixon would pay $432,787.13 in back taxes plus interest after an investigation by the Internal Revenue Service and a congressional committee. Among Nixon's benefits to himself were improvements in his properties, supposedly necessary for his protection. These included a security ice maker, a security swimming pool heater, security club chairs and table lamps, security sofa and security pillows








Nixon hanging between the tapes


Even more damning than President Richard Nixon's profiting from public office were the disclosures of his corruption and attempts at corruption of the government itself including the CIA, the FBI, the Pentagon and even the Secret Service. A taping system that had recorded most of President Nixon's conversations in the Oval Office provided the "smoking gun" that spoke of crime and corruption. Nixon refused to release the tapes until the Supreme Court ordered him to do so.








Nixon, "unindicted co-conspirator"


By July 14, 1974, President Richard Nixon stood almost alone. His vice-president Spiro Agnew, pleaded nolo contendere to a charge of tax evasion, and was forced to resign. Many of Nixon's closest aides had been convicted of illegal activities. Nixon himself was named an "un-indicted co-conspirator" by the Watergate grand jury. A few days later, the House Judiciary Committee recommended impeachment, and the Supreme Court required him to turn over all subpoenaed tapes. When even his closest friends, reviewing these tapes, agreed that the evidence against him was overwhelming, Nixon bowed to the inevitable, resigning on August 9.








Nixon’s resignation Speech





Background:


Nixon himself downplayed the scandal as mere politics, but when his aides resigned in disgrace, Nixon's role in ordering an illegal cover-up came to light in the press, courts, and congressional investigations. Nixon owed back taxes, had accepted illicit �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Campaign_contribution" \o "Campaign contribution"�campaign contributions�, and had harassed opponents with �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Executive_agencies" \o "Executive agencies"�executive agencies�, �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Telephone_tapping" \o "Telephone tapping"�wiretaps�, and break-ins. Unlike the tape recordings by earlier Presidents, his secret recordings of �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_House" \o "White House"�White House� conversations were revealed and �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subpoena" \o "Subpoena"�subpoenaed� and showed details of his complicity in the cover-up. Nixon was named by the grand jury investigating Watergate as "an unindicted co-conspirator" in the Watergate scandal.





Directions:


Read Nixon’s resignation speech and answer the following questions





Who was the president’s audience for this speech?__________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________





2. What were the main topics of the speech? 


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








3. On which points did you agree with the president? On which points did you disagree? Defend your position. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





4. Is there an appeal to the emotions of the listener during the speech? Is this appeal effective? What purpose does it serve? _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








Directions: Draw your own Political cartoon to represent Nixon and the Watergate scandal. 


Write: Explain the symbolism of your cartoon


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________














